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Morley, would be careful to dissociate themselves.
As the result of a trial conducted with gratuitous
harshness by Mr. Justice North, Mr. Foote and his
two associates were sentenced to twelve, nine, and
three months* imprisonment respectively. " The
same judge, it is recorded, let off with three months'
imprisonment a ruffian who had killed a coffee-stall
keeper with a kick on the face when he was refused
a second cup of coffee until the first had been paid
for/"

While undergoing his sentence Mr. Foote was
prosecuted on another charge of blasphemy before
a judge of a very different character from North,
Lord Chief Justice Coleridge. In charging the
jury, Coleridge demolished the old fallacy that
Christianity is part of the common law, in any
sense that would make the denial or the derision of
its doctrines a crime independently of special legis-
lation ; besides expressing a general disapproba-
tion of all religious persecution in a way that
seemed to cover the particular charge brought
before him. On this occasion the jury disagreed,
and the prosecution was dropped.8

The attacks on Mr. Foote seem to have grown
out of the conflict with Bradlaugh, whom it was
hoped to implicate in the same charge of blasphemy,
and thus to disable from continuing the fight for
his seat Ultimately, the affair resulted in a great
extension of religious liberty, and this was brought
about in a characteristically English fashion, by
making a scene, or, rather, a succession of scenes.

* J. M. Robertson, w/>. r/V., vol. ti., p. 326.
1J Robertson, op. ciL, vol. n,, p. 333; H. Paul, Modern
vol. iv., p. 307.